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© Modular cabinet 

© Modular cabinet (10) to hold and transport 
floppy-disks, mini-disks, cards and other office ma- 
terials in an organized manner, which comprises a 
cabinet case (39) and at least one extractable drawer 
(12) and can be combined with other cabinets and 
includes at least one drawer (12) with a front panel 
(20) and rear closure panel (21). the panels (20-21) 
being connected by a well (38) having edges (41), 
the front panel (20) comprising support feet (25), a 
lower central outer handle (15), an upper information 
display window (13) and a lock (14). 
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"MODULAR CABINET" 



This invention concerns a multi-purpose modu- 
lar cabinet suitable to hold office materials. To be 
more exact the invention concerns a modular cabi- 
net which can be combined with other cabinets by 
being placed alongside or above or below them 
and which contains one or more extractable draw- 
ers suitable to hold office materials. 

Modular cabinets of a combinable type with 
extractable drawers are known and consist nor- 
mally of an outer case with or without an upper 
frontal hinged half-door and an extractable drawer. 

Such cabinets comprise external male-female 
couplings spaced apart which enable the cabinets 
to be combined with other cabinets. They may hold 
one or more drawers. 

These cabinets are not specially equipped and 
perform a plurality of usages in which the materials 
contained in them are normally loose. 

Moreover, where the cabinets are combined 
with other cabinets, the reciprocal fixture system 
entails not a few problems during assembly and 
dismantling operations. 

Furthermore, the known combinable, modular 
cabinets do not permit the coordinated containing 
of floppy-disks or mini-disks, nor do they enable 
the drawers to be handled independently in a sim- 
plified manner. 

Besides, the known modular cabinets do not 
include independent locking systems. 

Yet another drawback of the known systems is 
the difficulty involved in pulling out the drawers 
after a given number of uses of the drawers owing 
to the increase in friction between the components, 
which are made of plastic products. 

These and other drawbacks are to be met with 
in the known modular cabinets. 

The present applicant has designed, tested and 
embodied the present invention so as to obviate 
the above drawbacks and provide a plurality of 
advantages. 

The invention provides for a modular, combin- 
able cabinet This modular cabinet may hold one or 
more extractable drawers which can be operated 
independently. 

Each drawer is equipped advantageously with 
a lock and a display window, which lists the con- 
tents and can be read from several positions ad- 
vantageously. 

Moreover, the geometric straight lines of the 
conformation of the cabinet make possible easy 
handling and combination with other extraneous 
elements and create no security problems for a 
user. 

According to the invention each drawer is pro- 
vided advantageously with internal independent 



lengthwise, carrying handles suitable to act as a 
lateral retainer means or as a vertical clamp for the 
contents or as a carrying handle. 

According to the invention each drawer can 
5 slide owing to the cooperation of appropriate slide 
blocks, which are not only replaceable but also 
have a low field of friction and permira long usage 
life without any risks or problems of jamming and 
distortion. 

io A further advantage is the fact that the inven- 
tion provides for the drawer to be fully extractable 
from the cabinet only when the user specifically so 
wishes, such extraction being possible also by the 
use of the cited outer handle. 

75 Moreover, the cabinet has modular dimensions, 
so that several cabinets can be combined to pro- 
vide a three-dimensional structure. 

These and other special features will be made 
clearer in the description hereinafter. 

20 The invention is therefore embodied with a 
modular cabinet according to the features of Claim 

I and the dependent claims. 

The attached figures, which are given as a non- 
restrictive example, show the following:- 
25 Fig. 1a gives a three-dimensional view of a 

modular cabinet according to the invention with two 
drawers; 

Rg.1b gives a three-dimensional front view 
of a plurality of different modular cabinets placed 
30 side by side and stacked one on another according 
to a desired usage arrangement 

Fig.2 shows the cabinet of Fig.ta with a 
drawer partly pulled out; 

Fig.3 shows the cabinet of Fig.1 with a draw- 
35 er fully extracted; 

Fig.4a shows a partial, vertical cross section 
of the cabinet of Fig.1; 

Rg.4b shows a vertical, lengthwise section of 
a drawer according to Fig.1; 
40 Fig.5 shows the system for fitting the window 

which gives information regarding the contents; 

Fig.6 shows a possible system for fitting a 

lock; 

Ftgs.Ta and 7b shows a lengthwise, vertical 
45 section and a vertical cross section of another 
drawer, which can be installed side by side with 
two other drawers in one single modular cabinet; 

Rgs.8a and 8b show a drawer which can be 
installed by itself alone in a cabinet 
so In the figures a modular cabinet 10 comprises 
a containing case 39 made by combining two half- 
cases 1 1 on a horizontal plane; the two half-cases 

II are clamped to each other by a plurality of 
male-female anchorage assemblies 29 located on 
the periphery and on the inside of each containing 
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case 39 of the modular cabinet 10. 

The case 39 of the cabinet comprises at its 
front an opening equipped with means 19 to limit 
extraction which serve to limit the extraction of 
drawers 12; these extraction limiting means 19 
serve also to provide closure by means of a lock 
14. 

In the lower part of the containing case 39 are 
located reinforcement plates 23 to which are fitted 
slide blocks 22 that serve to guide the drawers 12 
and to simplify and speed up their sliding move- 
ment These slide blocks 22 may consist of individ- 
ual elements or one single element along an edge 
and have a substantially h-shaped conformation. 

A containing case 39 can cooperate with one 
single drawer 12 (Rgs.8a and 8b) or with two (Figs. 
4a and 4b) or three drawers (Figs.7a and 7b) or 
more. 

In the combination example of Rg.lb modular 
cabinets are shown with one, two and three draw- 
ers for each modular cabinet 10. 

The modular cabinet 10 may have a constant 
height for each type, namely for each number of 
drawers provided, or may have two heights accord- 
ing to the number and dimensions of the drawers. 
The example of Rg.lb shows modular cabinets 10 
of two different heights. 

A front panel 20 of the drawers 12 comprises 
on its front side an outer front handle 15, feet 25, 
an upper display window 13 which can be read 
from the front or from above and a lock 14. 

A drawer 12 may comprise at its front an 
auxiliary structural-reinforcement element 43, which 
may or may not be removable. 

As said above, the drawer 12 comprises a front 
panel 20 and a rear closure panel 21, the rear 
closure panel 21 being able to abut against the 
extraction limiting means 19 during extraction of 
the drawer 12. 

Each drawer 12 comprises a well 38, which 
may be plain without any special equipment as in 
Rg.8a for instance, or have its bottom specially 
equipped with movable partitions 18 which can be 
fitted when desired. 

A drawer 12 cooperates advantageously with 
internal handles 17 which comprise a pivot 32 
capable of being anchored in holes 31 . 

The holes 31 are conformed and positioned 
(Rgs.4 and 7) to suit the geometric characteristics 
of the drawers 12 so as to enable the internal 
handles 17 to be standardized. 

Reinforcement plates 44 are included in 
cooperation with the holes 31 and serve to re- 
inforce the holes 31 and to position the internal 
handles 17. 

The internal handles 17 are able to take up a 
lateral position (Rg.2) for lateral retention of the 
contents of the drawer and an extraction position 



corresponding with a central position (Rg.3) able to 
prevent vertical departure of the contents and, at 
the same time, to enable an individual drawer 12 to 
be handled independently. 

5 Appropriate lateral 42 and central 142 position- 
ing ribs are included on the inner side of the front 
panel 20 and rear closure panel 21 in cooperation 
with the well 38 so as to improve the services of 
the half-handles and handle 17 respectively. 

70 When modular cabinets 10 are combined with 
each other, slider clips 28 for clamping purposes 
are applied to connecting holes 16 provided on the 
upper and lower lateral edges of the case 39 and 
can couple together two, three or four modular 

75 cabinets 1 0 at the same time. 

Positioner holes 33 cooperating with the mov- 
able partitions 18 are located in the well 38 of the 
drawers 12. 

The movable partitions 18 include advanta- 
20 geously a raised indicator portion 24 and also 
jutting side portions on each side which are able to 
cooperate with surfaces 41 of edges of the well 38. 

The bottom of the well 38 comprises holes 33 
and also lateral positioner dividers 30 for correct 
25 positioning of the contents. 

The display window 13 comprises an L-shaped 
window body 36 made of a transparent material to 
create an containment chamber 40 in which the 
required information can be inserted. 
30 The conformation of the chamber 40 enables 
the information contained therein to be read on the 
upper and front surfaces of the chamber 40. 

A lock 14 comprises a display body 35 that 
cooperates with a bolt 27, which includes at its 
35 front an entry 34 for a key and cooperates with the 
extraction limiting means 19. 

The window body 36 of the display window 13 
and the display body 35 of the lock 14 are 
clamped in position by reciprocal deformation of 
40 their parts. 

The drawers 12 comprise continuous lateral 
slide paths 37 which cooperate with the replace- 
able slide blocks 22. 

45 

Claims 

1 - Modular cabinet (10) to hold and transport 
floppy-disks, mini-disks, cards and other office ma- 

50 terials in an organized manner, which comprises a 
cabinet case (39) and at least one extractable 
drawer (12) and can be combined with other cabh 
nets and is characterized in that it includes at least 
one drawer (12) with a front pan©! (20) and rear 

55 closure panel (21). the panels (20-21) being con- 
nected by a well (38) having edges (41), the front 
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panel (20) comprising support feet (25), a lower 
central outer handle (15), an upper information dis- 
play window (13) and a lock (14). 

2 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in Claim 1, 

in which reinforcement plates (23) are included on 5 
the bottom of the cabinet case (39) with replace- 
able slide blocks (22) cooperating with lower lateral 
slide paths (37) comprised on the drawers (12), the 
replaceable slide blocks (22) having an h-shaped 
conformation. 10 

3 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in Claim 1 * 
or 2, in which two inner handles (17) that can take 
up a lateral position and a combined central posi- 
tion are included In cooperation with a well (38) of 

the drawer (12). is 

4 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in Claim 3, 
in which the inner handles (17) cooperate with 
holes (31) or with lateral (42) and central (142) 
positioner ribs. 

5 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in any so 
claim hereinbefore, in which the bottom of the well 

(38) comprises positioner holes (33) and lateral 
positioner dividers (30) laterally and lengthwise. 

6 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in Claim 

5jn which modular partitions (18) having a raised 25 
indicator portion (24) and jutting side portions co- 
operating with edges (41) of the well (38) cooperate 
with the positioner holes (33). 

7 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in any 
claim hereinbefore, in which the cabinet case (39) so 
comprises two half-cases (1 1) coupled by a plural- 
ity of anchorage assemblies (29) on the horizontal 
plane. 

8 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in any 
claim hereinbefore, in which the cabinet case (39) 35 
comprises at its sides coordinated coupling holes 

(16) cooperating with clamping clips (28) during 
assembly of cabinets. 

9 - Modular cabinet (10) as claimed in any of 
Claims 4 to 8 inclusive, in which the front aperture 40 
of the cabinet case (39) comprises means (19) to 
limit extraction of the drawers (12). such means 

(19) abutting against the rear closure panel (21) of 
the drawer (12). 
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